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WORLD MOURNS 
DEAD PRESIDENT 

Wellington *SU r m Reporter 

'"THE Prime Minister (Mr Holyoake) said his first reaction to the 
news of the assassination of President Kennedy was one of 
“stark tragedy.” 



“My mind almost refuses 
to accept his death as a 
fact,” said the Prime Min- 
ister. 

Tired, greyfaced and 
obviously shaken, he 
was speaking from his 
home in Pipitea Street 
soon after his ar- 
rival from Auckland 
this morning. 

“I offer his family and 
the people of America the 
heartfelt sympathy of all of 
us in New Zealand. Their 
loss is the whole world's 
loss. Their grief will be 
shared by peoples of ail 
races everywhere/' Mr Holy- 
oake said. 

He had met the v late 
President ,only twice .but 
they, were lengthy and 'Inti- 
mate meetings. 

“I was immediately ./ 
Impressed by hia youth- 



fulness, by «his ’vigour / of our friends in the United 
•jamT his drive, ..by the ' States. , We recogrlise fully 
blend of Ibis idealistic^; - • • • 



^fervour, /with his prao.^ 
y tical commonsenaCj 
his extraordinary grasp* ? 
.of so many subjects and "? 
; by th © quickness of hfs J 
•Intelligence. ' 

L x • * - ••X:* : • *** 

“Few heads of 'State can 
have combined so ‘v much 
charm or personality . with 
such ability, and detertaina- 
tion-" jfcL 

-v Other tributes Included: 

• The Leader: of the Opposi- 
tion ,(the : Hon>A. H. Nord- 
meyer): ^“We .Jn .New Zea- 
land Idokki upori;.him‘ as a 
frjend/wha: stood <for those 
democratic ^Ideals 'so dear 
to Votfr* hearts/ * He was - an 



— f .p* - ■, >*.* .'M i 

The Deputy-Mayor /of 
Christchurch (Mr y Harold 
Smith): The people qf Christ- 
church are deeply, shocked 
at. the 4 dreadful., news', par- 
/ticularly - i li».:yJew-, ;0 f;-. 1 the d< 



city's close ties with Ameri- 
ca through the Deep Freeze 
organisation. 

Commander of the United 
States Antarctic Support 
Force (Rear Admiral James 
R. Reedy): “I am deeply 
shocked." 

The United States Ambas- 
sador to New Zealand (Mr 
Herbert B. Powell): I ex 

press for the people of the 
United States our profound 
shock and grief at the loss 
of a great President and 
statesman, a humanitarian 
concerned with the welfare 
of all men, regardless of 
race, colour or creecf and a 
God-fearing father and 
family man. 

, The Anglican Archbishop 
and Primate of New Zealand 
(the Most Rev N. A. Lesser) 
In * common with people 
throughout the world, we 
share the deep sense ot grief 



that President Kennedy had 
hisyactions guided t 
Christian convictiorls. 
'^The^fBIshop 
church (the Rt. Rev A. K. 
Warren), has expressed to 
the American Ajnbassador 
regret at the loss to the 
whole world, and deep sym- 
pathy .r.bo the Ambassador 
and his people. He had asked 
for 'special prapers for the 
American nation and for the 
family ;of the. late President 
at services to-morrow. 

The Rev; Athol R. Penn, 
President v of 3 the Methodisi 
Church of New Zealand: My 
church /shares the grief of 
the . ..worWuat the tragic 
death ofr the President. . .* 

The Her Karl W. Schuess- 
ler,. pastpr 



8ir Era era Tirikatene: On 
behalf of the Maori people 
of New Zealand, I want to 
express sadness and shock 
at the tragic loss of the mod- 
ern world's greatest politi- 
cal, leader. He exemplified 
other great qualities besides 
forthright and fearless up- 
holding of the principles in 
which he believed. He was 
of a man. sure 
faith in God and was 
qjso the cornerstone of a 
cohesive family unit Maori- 
dom mourns. 

Canterbury regional execu- 
tive of -the Social Credit 
Political League: Never 

since Abraham Lincoln has 
there been an American 
President with TTfcuch * an 
understanding _ of ;,the .com- 
mon people and their needs. 
Undaunted*, by pplitical. pres- 
sure, 1 ^ he -’persisted in - his 
efforts to- bring jvkice to tha 
underprivileged.- 1 ’ 



al/field 



il In- 
Estates- 
‘.strength. 



.id* bj his coddl^and un^r^nd: 
-or -Christ- 

— y,81^.7^mWaIsh t Preaidenc 
of ■ th^Tfnif^ Nations - Asso- 
ciation in ’ New/Zealand:'. We 
shbulcT-remember.^ Lincoln's 
wordszv/From -this/ honour- 
able'/ dead < we : should Ytake 



m . . _ _ 5 of L^St Paul's 

X* L AX&Za 88r. Lutheran x Church, Christ- 

bnockea church?- We recognise the 

.... «» nnfmiA /vint-HT 



unique contribution Mr Ken- 
nedy H made, v. In dispelling 
many religious -fearer and 
prejudices. He made notable 
strides towards understand- 
ing: amo'fijg- Christians of all 
J ""™‘WUoria;<^r If • 

... • . • 




programme but Began broad 
casting solemn organ musi,r. 

Pope Prays 



Rome — Pope Paul received 
the news with dismay. He 
Immediately retired to h is 
private chapel to pray. 

Paris — The French Prime 
Minister (Mr Georges Pompi- 
dou): The assassinatior 

was “atrocious ... it is 
frightful." President Do 



Gaulle: President Kennedy 
died like a solider, under 
flre f for his duty and in 
the service of his country. 

Helsinki— Radio stations 




throughout Finland stopped 
their sheduled programmes 
and broadcast mourning 
music /. . £“7 

* Belgrade— President 1 Tito 
of Yugoslavia telephoned the 
United • States , J Charge 
D'Affaires in Belgrade to 
offer his condolences, -'rf. 

-Madrld^A Spanish -For- 
eign Office snnVwrman 'ial, 
“Everyone ot 
rifled.'*.^;' ‘ 

iiriei 4 ' 



Chancellor Mr 1 

news Alls the- 
people with deep.grh .... 
^Berlin.;— The MayorVof 
WesT^Beftin' "(Mr riWlllv 
Brandt):: I feel as if ’a light 
hai gone out.' y * -** 

The Hague — Dutch Prime 
Minister (Mr Victor Marij- 
nen): “His . disappearance 

from the political world will 
have far-reaching .^conse- 



quences. 



’ .Vc«r- 



Algiers — President Ahmed 
Ben Bella praised President 
Kennedy's humane policies 
in favour of desegregation. 

Memorial . . 

r Canberra.— T* 
an Oppositior 
Arthur Cal we 
and his death ! 
ed an endu 
in the hearts 
the-. America! 
the‘4 people -Cc 
twho. have, look 
for leaderships 
during hls^shoi 
successful administration/. 

Ottawa-rThe Prime Minis- 
ter o t Canad _ 

HaWST-’** 

lose a man* t ~ 



